VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

EVENTS

St. Mary's Ice Cream Social and Cakewalk     
Each year St. Mary parish hosts a delightful ice cream social and cakewalk at Holy Cross.  Help is needed to display the cakes and to assist the participants and winners during the cake walk. If several volunteers sign up for this event, then with a small investment of time from each person, everyone can enjoy this fun social event. 

Grandparents’ Day:   
Grandparent’s Day is always a special event at Holy Cross.  We begin the day with a lunch for the grandparents, followed by classroom visits, and then conclude with the Living Rosary.  This is one of the largest events at HCA and many volunteers are needed to assist with name tags, food preparation, serving, assisting grandparents, etc.  This is a lovely event and both the volunteers and our grandparents have a wonderful time. 

Book Fairs: 
Mrs. Buer, our librarian, will host the Scholastic Book Fair this year during Parent Conference Week in November.  Parent volunteers are vital to the success of this event.  Help is needed with setting up the book displays, sales, and display removal.  A second book fair which features summer reading books is held in May.
Doughnuts with Dad: 
Each year in November, all Holy Cross dads are invited to spend a special morning with their children and enjoy the fellowship of other fathers.  Help is needed with purchasing the doughnuts and other breakfast items, set-up, serving, and clean-up. 
Christmas Cookie Exchange: 
Our Christmas Cookie Exchange is truly a fun holiday event that you won’t want to miss.  We have refreshments, door prizes, ornaments, and, of course, cookies!  Help is needed with making the ornaments, set-up, and refreshments.  Start baking!!  
Academic Fair Dinner:   
The Holy Cross Academic Fair is held during Catholic Schools Week in late January, and for the past several years we have held a delicious dinner for our parents and children.  Help is needed to coordinate the reservations, decorate, set up and take down tables, serve, and insure that the kitchen is clean afterwards. If several volunteers sign up for this event, then with a small investment of time from each person, everyone can enjoy the fair and dinner.   
(Friday night during Lent -- HCA)
Lenten Soup Supper:  
Lenten soup suppers are held at St. Mary’s Activity Center every Friday evening during Lent, and Holy Cross sponsors one of these suppers.  Can you prepare a pot of soup or make peanut butter & jelly sandwiches?  Help is also needed to set up the tables, assist at the dinner, and help with clean-up.  This is a great activity for your family to help observe the Lenten season.

COMMITTEES

Acts of Kindness Committee:  
We have a wonderful faculty here at Holy Cross and this committee provides snacks and treats in the faculty lounge to show our teachers just how much we appreciate them.  This is a great volunteer opportunity if you have small children at home and love to bake.  Please consider sharing your culinary talents with us!  
Biennial Benefit Auction:  
This is a school-wide endeavor where everyone’s help is and needed.  There are many volunteer opportunities in a great number of areas.  Please visit the Auction link on our school website, www.holycrossweb.com for further information.  
Bakers-on-Call:  

We often have refreshments at various PTO programs, and help is needed to bake cookies or other treats for these events.  If you love to bake, this would be a great way for you to share your talents.  The events where cookies are needed are Grandparents’ Day (10/9), the Academic Fair Dinner (2/4) and the National Honor Society reception (TBD).

Box Tops for Education:  
This is a great volunteer opportunity that can be done from home.  Help is needed to cut, count, and bundle the box tops that are sent into school.  There is also a Box Top competition in February to see which classroom sends in the most Box Tops.  Our school receives a cash donation from the Box Tops.
Campbell Soup Labels:   
This is another job that can easily be done from home.  Help is needed to cut out the Campbell symbol on the soup labels that are sent into school.  So easy!  We purchase equipment and supplies with the labels.
Candy Sale:  
Each year our students sell The World’s Finest Chocolate Candy as part of our mandatory PTO fundraiser.  Assistance is needed to label and sort the candy cases, and to distribute them to the students in their classrooms.  

Copy Moms:  
When teachers have a lot of papers to copy and collate, the copy moms come to the rescue!   Help is needed with photocopying papers for our teachers, which can easily be done in the morning in the parent/teacher workroom.  Volunteers are needed for one hour shifts after morning carpool (8:30-9:30) and before afternoon carpool (2:00-3:00) 5 days a week.  If you have some time in the morning after carpool or in the afternoon before dismissal, please consider volunteering for a shift.

Grant Writing:  
Holy Cross would like to apply for a grant this year.  We need parents who have grant writing experience and other moms or dads who would have time to research grants and assist with writing grant proposals.
Grocery Store Promotions:  
We are in need of a few volunteers who can coordinate the paperwork for the various grocery store promotions - Food Lion, Giant, and Ukrops.  All that is required is to input each family’s code number into the store’s website.  So easy and can be done from home.

Kitchen Volunteer:  
Remember the lunch ladies, well now is your chance to be one with benefits.  Not only do you get to enjoy one of our delicious lunches for free, but for every 2 hour shift that you work you will receive one lunchbuck which entitles your child to enjoy a free lunch.  It is also a great opportunity to see your child during the day. Kitchen volunteers help Mrs. Ortner, and Mr. Pickerel prepare the fabulous lunches that our children enjoy each day.  There are 3 kitchen shifts per day: 8:30-10:30, this is the prep shift where volunteers assist in the preparation of lunches; 10:30-12:30, this is the shift where the children are served lunch; 12:30-2:30, this is the cleanup shift. 

Lost & Found:  
Wherever children are present, there are left-behind books, mittens, jackets, sweatshirts, sweaters, and more. These items are all collected and placed in the lost & found station inside the school cafeteria. Parent volunteers are needed to go through this pile and distribute the items to the classrooms.  If this is done on a weekly basis, it would help keep the items from “mushrooming” throughout the year.  Please let Mrs. Jeffers in the office know when you are in the building for this purpose so that she can direct you to the piles!
Morning Drop Off:  
Parents are needed each morning to insure proper traffic flow and assist students getting out of cars.  If you can help out for about half an hour in the morning, this would help to insure the safety of our students.

New Family Mentoring:  
Do you remember when you first came to Holy Cross?  Did you really understand the “car pool line”?  Wouldn’t it have been great if your child had had at least one new friend before the first day of school?  Our new family mentoring program is designed to help with the “new school” jitters that we all experience when in a new environment.  This is a great opportunity to meet new parents and kids and help them have a smooth transition to Holy Cross.  Volunteers for this program are contacted at the end of the school year, in anticipation of the new families for the new school year.
Patio & Garden:  
Our lovely garden is located in the back of the school between Bishop Keating Hall and the Library. If you have a green thumb, this is an area where you can be of help. Assistance is needed with weeding, watering, planting, and miscellaneous garden jobs.  Since there is outside access to the Patio Garden, parent volunteers are welcome to work in the garden during the evening as well as on the weekends.  Please consider sharing your gardening talents with us! 
School Pictures (Thursday, October 29):  
Set up a schedule of volunteers to assist students, mostly younger, to be sure their hair is combed, clothes look neat.  Assist teachers in lining students up and keeping them in order.
Scrip Program:  
SCRIP is substitute money or gift cards.  The program is simple because it requires no extra spending! It is a fundraiser that earns money every time you buy!  You simply plan what you need to buy for the week and spend your money with scrip first, then use scrip to make your purchases.    100% of the money earned goes back to the school to help offset tuition increases.  The best part, for HCA families is 1% of your family’s total sales will be returned to you as a tuition rebate.  We need help with this popular program!  Volunteers are greatly appreciated and NEEDED to assist in selling SCRIP at Masses and carpool and with various other duties.  Please sign up if you can help filling orders or assisting in selling scrip after any weekend Masses (we currently have no one to back up our volunteers, selling after Masses)  or at school before dismissal, in the school lobby.  Questions can be directed to Judy Hellmann @ scripcoordinator@holycrossweb.com. Thank you!
Sunshine Committee:  
This wonderful group supports the Holy Cross community by preparing meals, helping with car pool arrangements or child care, delivering “sunshine” baskets, and offering kind thoughts and prayers to Holy Cross families that are in need.  Since most communication for this committee is done by telephone or e-mail, and meals for others are prepared at home, this is a great volunteer opportunity if you have small children or work full-time outside the home. Donations of items for our “sunshine” baskets such as soaps and other beauty supplies, candles, books, small stuffed animals, gourmet food items, etc. are always appreciated and can be placed in the Sunshine Committee plastic bin in the workroom.
Tablecloth Ladies:  
If you love to iron then this volunteer opportunity is for you!  There are several PTO events that use our cloth tablecloths and the washing and ironing is often too much for one person to do.  This is a much needed volunteer job, and is a way to be involved in our school while working from home. If several volunteers sign up for this committee, then with a small investment of time from each person, the job will go quickly.  The chairpersons of the events that utilize the tablecloths will be eternally grateful to you!
TLC Committee:  

This committee decorates the Faculty Lounge with the changing seasons and holidays.  They also provide special treats for faculty and staff members throughout the year.
Uniform sales:  
Twice a year we organize a uniform swap & sale for our families to exchange or purchase uniforms.  Help is needed to sort and tag uniforms and assist with sales on the day of the event.
Yearbook:  
The yearbook committee is responsible for designing and formatting the school yearbook.  Take digital pictures, upload to a server and design pages on line.  Training is provided but need to make a commitment due to deadlines.  You can work from your home on a computer.  Pictures are needed of sports events, class activities, field trips, and school activities.  Candid pictures are the best kind.  Chair:  Diana Perkins (hcayearbook@yahoo.com)
HCA TEACHER COMMITTEES (Contacts are the respective teachers)

Art Room:  Christine Rodriguez
Our art teacher is in need of faithful volunteers who will regularly help with the kindergarten and first grade classes. 
Clinic:  Contact: Mrs. Richardson
When children feel sick at school it’s nice to know that they can receive some TLC in the clinic.  Volunteers are needed to assist our school nurse when needed. 

Library:  Contact: Mrs. Buer
Mrs. Buer, our librarian, can always use help with shelving and repairing books, and other enjoyable jobs in the library.  This is a great volunteer opportunity and even one hour of your time per week helps the library stay organized and run smoothly. 

Music Programs:  Contact: Mrs. LaPietra
Holy Cross Academy is fortunate to have an enthusiastic music teacher, Mrs. La Pietra, who organizes many wonderful programs throughout the year showcasing our students’ musical talents. She can always use help with program coordination, costumes, and props for the Christmas and spring concerts.

Recess Monitors Program:  Chair: Mary Beth Cameron

Our mandatory recess monitors program at Holy Cross insures that our children are supervised by several parents when they are eating lunch and when they are outside for lunch recess.  The recess monitor coordinator can always use some help with the photocopying, paperwork, and scheduling that is necessary to insure that this program works smoothly. Volunteers are also needed to provide extra help on days when, due to a smaller class size, we do not have full coverage of the playground.  This will allow all playground positions to be staffed so that our children have several sets of watchful eyes! In addition, our coordinator can always use a few parents who would be willing to take the place of parents who are facing a serious medical emergency, death in the family, etc.  Note that you would only be contacted by the coordinator, and not by parents looking for a substitute.

Resource Room:  Contact: Mrs. Hickman
Mrs. Hickman, our resource teacher, is in need of parents to assist her in working with children in the resource center.  This may include reading with a child, administering a test, or assisting the child with another academic need. Help is also needed with making individual learning activities and games to enhance the reading and phonics skills of our students. This would involve cutting, coloring, and assembling the activity.  Written “how to” instructions are provided, and this work can be done at home. In addition, Mrs. Hickman could use some help with recording stories on tape to assist children who are having difficulty with reading to develop their reading skills.  This is a perfect job for a parent who wishes to help out, but is unable to be at school.

Tutoring:  Contact: Mrs. Hickman
Holy Cross Academy has an organized and active tutorial program utilizing parents and other members of the community. If you enjoy working with students and can help one or more of them with reading, math, science or other subjects with which they may be struggling, then this would be a great volunteer opportunity for you.  When arrangements are made ahead of time, many students and their parents are willing to schedule tutorial sessions after school hours at the convenience of both the student and tutor. 
